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As you can see, we are still working hard to complete all the new development and
infrastructure improvements at the ground, we appreciate your patience whilst this continues.

We have made great progress since the end of the 23/24 season and our new function room
named the ‘1946 Lounge’ is now fully operational along with the viewing terrace and new 100-

seater stand, located next to the new hospitality suite and accessible viewing area.

Visitors can purchase hot and cold drinks plus a variety of food and snacks at our Burscough FC
“snack hut”. Along with these is the Burscough FC pitch-side bar. which is fully licensed to sell

alcoholic beverages as well as soft drinks.

We hope you enjoy your visit.

The Community Ground
The home of Burscough Football Club

We would like to extend a warm welcome to our visitors today...

Abbey Hey

Ground: The Community Ground
Address: Bobby Langton Way, Burscough, Lancashire, L40 0SW

Legal Entity: Company limited by shares C/No: 03998165
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Burscough FC Honours
Northern Premier League Premier Division Champions: 2006/07

North West Counties League Champions: 1982-83
League Cup Winners: 1992-93, 1995-96

Lancashire Champions: 1955-56, 1969-70
Division Two Champions: 1953-54

Liverpool County Football Combination Champions: 1949-50
FA Trophy Winners: 2002-03

Liverpool Senior Cup Winners: 2000-01
Cheshire Senior Cup Winners: 1974-75 

Lancashire Junior Cup Winners: 1947-48, 1949-59, 1966-67, 2006-07

Officials/Committee
Manager: David Dempsey
Asst Manager: Chris Stammers
Physio: Liam Thompson
Fan Liaison Officer: Pete Hill
Welfare Officer: Ashley Hawkes

Committee/Directors: Paul Gilchrist, Joanne Gilchrist, Phil Gilchrist, David Sutton,
Christopher Jones, Neil Wilson, Zoe Quinn, Adam Rothwell, Ashley Hawkes, Jay
Hawkes, Pete Hill, Wayne Kitney, Peter Foulkes.

Chairman: Paul Gilchrist
Secretary: Christopher Jones
Commercial Director: Neil Wilson
Programme Editor: Adam Rothwell/Zoe Quinn
Guest Relations/Marketing: Zoe Quinn



Firstly welcome to Abbey Hey FC management, staff and committee.
We hope you have had a safe journey. 

Since our last home game, we have had 2 wins and 1 loss, the 2 wins lost of positives Daisy Hill
game I think we correct lots of chances and certainly dominated the 2nd half against them and

could have more goals. 

Colne last Saturday was the best performance in my opinion both in and out of possession this
season. On tough pitch the lads were outstanding and certainly put a shift in to get the win and

Barnsey 1st clean sheet, we dominated for 90 minutes and looked in control. The loss on
Tuesday was very hard to take after doing so well Saturday to lose to a team who worked

harder than us and were clinical when they got there chances was very disappointing. We have
spoken with the lads and consistency is a key word that has been used, being unbeaten is

something we had pride in ourselves last season and it helped get us out of the relegation battle.
Wins or draws give us points and that's what we are striving to do. 

Results like Tuesday hurt us all and only we can put it right, we have a very good group of
players in which Demps has strengthened this season with some excellent signings, it now down

to us all to get the best out of the season by working harder and being more consistent in our
performances. We know there is a long way to go this season and where we are at this moment

in the league is a lot better than where we even finished last season. 

We look to Saturday's game against a team on the same points as us and who have had to play
2 form teams in our division in their last 2 games and had tough results. 

We need to show our character, Saturday and show our fans how much we want to play and do
well for the Burscough badge as Tuesday we let ourselves and the club down. We as

management and playing staff will strive to get it right and we look to training and matches to
do this. 

Thanks for your support today, UP THE GREENS 

Stam

BURSCOUGH FC ASSISTANT MANAGER

CHRIS STAMMERS





NWCFL Premier
Division League Table

Source: www.nwcfl.com/league-tables

As of 10/10/2024



Abbey Hey FC was formed in 1902 in the Abbey Hey district of Gorton, some three miles away from the centre of
Manchester. During their formative years and through the two World Wars, the club was disbanded and reformed on a
number of occasions. Starting in the Church Sunday Leagues, they progressed through the Manchester Amateur Leagues
during the intervening years but the club really came into its own in the 1960s after it took in the players of the Admiralty
Gunning Engineering Department (AGED) following its closure.

Alf Gentry, the Manager of Abbey Hey at this point, decided that with the influx of new players he would step down in favour
of the AGED Manager, Danny Danson. Alf, who had been for many years the prime mover of the club, stayed on in a senior
position and shared in the success that the club would have in the coming years. The new players made up the backbone of
the club during the decade with some staying on after their playing careers had ended. 

Most notable of these was Allan Vaughan, who occupied the positions of Treasurer and Secretary. Ken Brown also stayed on;
becoming manager after Danny Danson had retired, and won numerous honours culminating in 1978 with the club deciding
to apply for a position in the Manchester League. The application was successful and the following year the club began
playing in the 2nd Division of the Manchester League, achieving promotion in their first season.

Reaching this position meant that the club had to find an enclosed ground suitable for playing their home games. The nearest
ground available at the time was in Chorlton at Werburghs Road. The ground was owned by a car dealership (Lookers) but
was being used by a local school. It was agreed that if Abbey Hey FC carried out some improvements, such as installing
showers in the dressing rooms, they could rent the ground. After two years, Lookers reneged on the deal and the club was
forced out, this time to a ground nearer home at Godfreys (the area was named after a prominent local Councillor, Godfrey
Erman, who donated the ground to the local populace of Abbey Hey for their use as a recreational area).

The next eighteen years were fairly successful with the club winning the Gilchrist Cup under Managers Jim Whittaker and
Dave Denby and a League title but this ended when Abbey Hey FC were told that as from the start of the new season they
would not be allowed to use Godfreys.

This despite the large amounts of money that they had spent on drainage and despite assurances when they had taken over
the derelict ground that as long as Abbey Hey had a football team this would be their ground. A temporary home, at the old
English Steel ground, was arranged on a season to season basis with the owners at theme, Clayton Analine but after only 2
years, the ground was sold to a local builder who required the land to build houses on.

During the two years the club were based at the ground, negotiations with Crossley Motors Ltd had been taking place to buy
a disused ground they owned in Goredale Avenue, Gorton. Unfortunately, the land was not in good order and was becoming
an eyesore with fences falling down and people using it for fly-tipping. Contractors working for the council had tipped 1,000
tons of hardcore onto the car park to prevent access to the ground.

Matters had reached an impasse between Abbey Hey FC and Crossleys when Manchester City Council stepped in, They
informed Crossleys that if an agreement was not made with the people that they were dealing with, the ground would be
the subject of a compulsory purchase order. This tipped the scales in favour of the football club who were asked to make an
offer for the ground which was promptly accepted. Legal representation and a bank loan were quickly arranged and in 1984
the club at last had their own home.

The bank loan was paid off and the ground was improved including having the fly tipped hardcore removed from the ground.
These improvements to the ground could only have been achieved by the hard work and dedication of the committee, who
not only raised the money to carry out the improvements but also carried out 90% of the work themselves.

Abbey Hey
Club history
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Jim Clark was to join during these turbulent times as manager, a position he was to occupy for the next 18 years. The club
went on to gain success in the Manchester League during the late eighties and early nineties, winning the Premier Division
Championship on five occasions during this period.

In 1997, after finishing 2nd in the Manchester Premier Division, the club applied for membership of The North West Counties
League. Following a ground grading visit by League Officials, the club was accepted into the 2nd Division for the 1998
season. Abbey Hey's first season in the North West Counties League couldn't have been more exciting. Although Fleetwood
Freeport had taken the Division Two title, the runners-up place was still to be decided. On the last Saturday of the season,
any one of three clubs could have taken second place, but it was Abbey's 3-2 win at Darwen that clinched promotion to
Division One in their first season in the league.

Promotion to the 1st Division meant that the club had to install floodlights. True to form, they designed, ordered, erected and
wired them within a couple of months. The biggest job during the ground improvements was the building of the new
clubhouse and dressing rooms. Planning permission was given, with the majority of work once again being carried out by the
club's own members. To finance this project, low-interest loans were taken out from The FA, with the remainder of the
money achieved through fundraising schemes.

In their first season in the top flight, Abbey Hey had a tremendous start, topping the table at one point early in the season,
but a drop in form saw them finish mid-table. Still, it was a highly creditable first season in Division One, and they had more
than proved themselves worthy of their rapid rise from the Manchester League to the NWCFL Division One.

2000/01 again saw Abbey finish in a comfortable mid-table position, proving that the season before had been no fluke, but
the following season started with a run of poor results, including some heavy defeats. The second half of the year saw an
improvement, which lifted the club away from any relegation threat, but at the end of the season, manager Jim Clark
decided to resign. This ended an eighteen-year stint in management, during which he had overseen many of Abbey Hey's
finest moments.

Jim's replacement for 2002/03 was Tony Hancock, previously Woodley Sports Reserve Team manager, who also brought
Paul Kirkham from Woodley as his assistant. It was their first attempt at management at this level of football, and Abbey
Hey's final position of 13th showed that they rose to the challenge. During the season, Calum Dempsey won the NWCFL
player of the month award for September, and goalkeeper Liam Higginbottom won the October 'safe hands' award.
However, at the end of their first season in charge, Tony and Paul left the club to return to Woodley Sports as managers of
the first team. 

There was some celebration as Abbey Hey reached their 100th birthday and also reached the 3rd round proper (last 64) of
the FA Vase. The club played in the FA Cup for the first time since the turn of the millennium but have only won one tie, a
victory over Bamber Bridge on penalties in 2002-03, to reach the First Qualifying Round for the only time.

Jim Vince took over for 2003/04, but after a good start to the season, things went wrong. Despite only losing five out of their
last ten games, the club ended second from bottom, only avoiding relegation due to changes made to the non-league
structure. Jim Vince opted to resign, and Chris Bailey took over, knowing that a major team rebuilding job was required.

In 2004, ten members of the committee were given long service awards for their 25 years of service in Grass Roots Football
by The Manchester FA. The 2005/2006 season improved their best league finish by two places, but both the team and the
club then started to struggle. A lack of both financial backing and foresight saw the club slowly drop down the league table
in the following seasons until 2009/10 saw them eventually hit rock bottom.
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In 2009/10 Abbey Hey was halfway through the season with only 4 points to their name and in the basement position in the
league after 25 games. However, following the appointments of Barrie Walker as Manager and Andrew Harris as Assistant
Manager in November 2009, Abbey Hey made several new signings with the likes of Jon-Paul Lewis, Gareth Wager, Daniel
Cocks, John Hardy, Darren Evans, Lee Knowles and Nathan Finnigan joining the club. This signalled a turn in fortune for the
club as they picked up 30 points in the 2nd half of the season; however, it wasn't enough, and they were relegated from the
North West Counties Premier Division.

The form in the second half of the season saw Abbey Hey going all the way to the final of the Vodkat League Challenge Cup,
beating the likes of Ashton Athletic FC and Bootle FC along the way. Abbey Hey beat Winsford Utd 3-0 in the final and lifted
the trophy.

Walker and Harris made the decision to blood young local talent, realising that this would serve the club well in the future but
that it would take time to reap its rewards. Abbey made a slow start to life in the NWCFL First Division 2010/2011 and
departed all cup competitions at the initial stages. However, October signalled a change in fortunes, and wins at Atherton
Collieries, Daisy Hill and Wigan Robin Park pointed to a brighter 2011. The introduction of quality players such as Antal
Tompos, Luke Gibson and Martin Pilkington started to pay dividends, though the results did not always reflect this.
Unfortunately, the team’s home form was to be their downfall as far as progressing up the league table, although the team
were usually beaten only by the odd goal.

For the 2011/12 season, Walker's youth policy started to pay quick dividends as the team made an excellent start to the
league season, remaining in the top four of Division One from day one. Though a run of poor results saw them exit the NWCFL
Challenge Cup, FA Vase and 1st Division Trophy, they did take the notable scalp of Evo Stik North team Radcliffe Borough in
the first round of the Manchester Cup. The season really stepped up a gear as they moved into 2012 with Abbey, at one
point pushing Wigan Robin Park and Norton United for one of the two promotion places. Though they were to ultimately
finish in 3rd place, the season had been an undoubted success as Walker had built a promotion-challenging team in just two
seasons.

The 2012/13 campaign started better than anyone at the club could have imagined, as the team went unbeaten in the
league for the first three months. Although unsuccessful in the FA Vase, they would eventually reach the latter stages of the
FA Cup qualifiers and a plum tie at FC Halifax via fantastic wins at St Helens Town and Sheffield. Rarely stepping out of the
top two in Division One, Abbey continued to rack up league wins whilst also moving through the Challenge Cup, Division One
Trophy and Manchester Premier Cup rounds.

The first-team success was also matched by the newly introduced youth team setup. Both Under 17s and Under 18s topped
their respective Youth Alliance Divisions during the year and impressed many with their style of play and application. As the
months progressed, a few of the older youth players started to appear in the first team, boding well for the future. Come
April, a win at Northwich Villa eventually sealed promotion back into the top flight of the NWCFL ladder.
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Burscough FC vs Charnock RichardWelcome to our 1946
Lounge & Viewing

Terrace

Welcome to our 1946
Lounge & Viewing

Terrace
Completed during the 23/24 season, the Burscough FC 1946 Lounge
and Viewing Terrace offers spectators a premier experience. Guests
can watch matches from the terrace while enjoying drinks from the
fully stocked, licensed bar, which features an exceptional selection.

The Function Suite, with a capacity of up to 80 people, is available for
private hire, making it an ideal venue for a variety of events, including:

Matchdays
Award Evenings

Networking Events
Birthday Parties

Funerals
Weddings

Christenings

Complimentary free on-site parking is include with all room bookings

For any event or celebration, quotes are available upon request when
emailing marketing@burscoughfc.com
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To become a Player Sponsor, please
email marketing@burscoughfc.com
To become a Player Sponsor, please
email marketing@burscoughfc.com



BOOK TODAY!
01704 335506
chairman@burscoughfc.com
burscoughfc.com/pitch-booking/

BOOK
OUR PITCH

3G Pitch | Floodlights | Changing Facilities | Free Parking

Burscough FC’s Community Ground
is now available to Book.

Perfect for 5/7/9 a side games

Winter Training and 11-a-side Matches.
Contact us now to book a slot!



Burscough FC are gifting all our loyal supporters a Diamond Membership of
Burscough FC Rewards worth £19.99 per year.

Burscough FC Rewards will save you hundreds of pounds a year on everything you
buy online at over 3,500 of the UK's major retailers and other fantastic savings in
your local and high street stores and restaurants nationwide.

Simply visit burscoughfc.exclusiverewards.co.uk or scan the QR Code and use
the code displayed in the box. Once you have clicked the “Join” button to open you
FREE Diamond Account you will have full access to all the savings on the platform.

K60BEJMXN

Every time you buy anything on the Burscough FC Rewards platform, not only will
you be receiving FREE money on everything you buy, you will also be generating
valuable income for Burscough FC.

We hope you enjoy your free membership, and we appreciate your loyal support.

Completely Free membership worth £19.99 per year
Save Hundreds of pounds per year when you shop online at 3,500 major retailers 

Fantastic extra offers available to you as a Diamond Club member

It’s Free... It saves you money... and it helps Burscough FC

EXCLUSIVE
REWARDS

Powered by







Register your interest today on
Open Thurs to Mon, 10am - 5pm

DISCOVER YOUR KIND OF PERFECT AT 

A Wain home is more than just a space to live, it’s a place that 
lets you be you. All our homes are built for whatever life throws at
them - whether you’re looking for a first home, one big enough for
a growing family, or a home with larger, lighter rooms and a garden
with space to breathe.

2, 3 & 4 bedroom homes

Part Exchange available on selected plots.* 

Our sales office is currently located at JMO Sports Park, WN8 8BX

07508 331883

wainhomes.co.uk

*Part Exchange is available on selected developments and plots only, subject to status. Terms and conditions apply, see our website for further 
details - wainhomes.co.uk/ways-to-buy/part-exchange-terms-and-conditions/. Part Exchange cannot be used in conjunction with any other
schemes. Wain Homes reserves the right to withdraw these offers at any time. Please speak to a Sales Executive for further information. 
Prices and details are correct at time of going to print. Images are representative and used for illustrative purposes only and may include optional
upgrades at an additional cost. 

LATUNE GARDENS, LATHOM, WN8 8UT
SHOW
HOMES

COMING
SOON

FIND YOUR IN LATHOM















Referee: Oliver Holland
Assistants: Louis Colaco, Joe Richards

MATCHDAY SQUADS

Manager: David Dempsey
Asst Manager: Chris Stammers
Coaches: Ryan Bowen & Liam Bowyer 
Physio: Liam Thompson

James McCulloch ©
Ben Barnes (GK)
James Barrigan

Kian Bell
Delial Brewster

Harry Cannon-Noren
Matty Coughlan

Tom Dean
Danny Forbes

Matty Hamilton
Osawemwengie Imadiyi

John McGrath
Jack McConville

Saad Mekkaoui-Abouzaid
Peter Moore

Stephen Rigby
Sahit Shehu

Cian Spencer-McDermott
Che Trapasso-Tully

Anthony Walsh

Jordan Barnett
Connor Beard
Rhys Clooney
Marcus Dibble

Josh Dickin
Dillon Edmunson

Jake Dunford
Jake Forshaw
Daryll Grant

Saul Henderson
Kieran Nolan

Mitchell Nolan
Chris Rogers
Trey Turner
Moses Yoak

Manager: Simon Heaton 
Coaches: Steven Heaton, Gary
Phillips, Paul Phillips, Joe Prole
Physio: Philippa Lord


